WALSINGHAM

ported by angels from Nazareth to Walsingham. Many
miracles were associated with the shrine. Through the little
gate in the outer wall, which was so low that a man must stoop
to enter it, an armed knight on horseback escaped from his
pursuers by the Virgin's aid. Its relics included the middle
joint of St Peter's finger, of which Erasmus remarked that

* St. Peter must have been a lusty man of great size ', and a
phial containing the milk of the Virgin Mary.

In 1486 Henry VII, having spent Christmas at Norwich,

* went from there in manner of pilgrimage to Walsingham,
where he visited Our Lady's Church, famous for its miracles,
and made his prayers and vows for help and deliverance.'
Having won the decisive batde of Stoke over the Pretender,
Lambert Simnel, he sent his banner in gratitude to Walsing-
ham.   Catherine of Aragon, on her way to Walsingham, re-
ceived the news of the victory of Flodden and wrote joyfully to
Henry VIII.   Henry himself walked barefoot from the chapel
in Houghton-in-the-dale to offer a necklace to the Virgin,
though this did not deter him from dissolving the Priory a few
years later.   Erasmus, who made the pilgrimage from Cam-
bridge in a somewhat sceptical spirit, wrote an account of the
shrine in his Colloquy of the Religious Pilgrimage*  From this it
would appear that there was some justification for the charges
which were brought against the Priory at the time of the
Dissolution.   It certainly seems to have been corrupted by too
much wealth.

None the less there was great lamentation in the county of
Norfolk when the Priory was destroyed, the shrine stripped and
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